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Burmese tradition, he organized the kingdom into thirty-two
provinces.
After his death the Mons enjoyed a long period of peace and
prosperity. Many foreign traders were attracted to the capital,
which became well-known to the outside world as a centre of
commerce. As such it is mentioned by the Russian merchant,
Nitikin, who travelled in the East about 1470. Its fifteenth-
century rulers were, like those of old Pagan, chiefly interested
in the development of religion. Missions were sent to Ceylon
and on their return stimulated an important religious revival,
which affected the whole of Burma. Its centre was the Kalyani
them near Pegu, so named because its original monks had been
ordained on the banks of the Kalyani river in Ceylon. Kalyani
ordination became the standard form for the whole country. The
story of the reforms is told in the Kalyani inscriptions erected
by King Dammazedi (1472-92).
Dammazedi was the greatest of the rulers of Wareru's line.
His reign was a time of peace and he himself was a mild ruler,
famous for his wisdom. A collection of his rulings, the
Dammazedi pyatton, is still extant. He maintained friendly
intercourse with Yunnan and revived the practice of sending
missions to Buddhagaya. He was a Buddhist ruler of the best
type, deeply solicitous for the purification of religion. Under
him civilization flourished, and the condition of the Mon
country stands out in sharp contrast with the disorder and
savagery which characterized the Ava kingdom. When he died
he was honoured as a saint and a pagoda was erected over his
bones.
The Mon kingdom possessed two great pagodas of especial
sanctity, the Shwemawdaw at Pegu and the Shwe Dagon at the
small stockaded fishing-town of Dagon, now Rangoon, the
capital of modern Burma. The early history of both the town
and its pagoda is legendary. According to the Mahayazawin the
latter was founded in the lifetime of Gautama, and was erected
over eight hairs of his head. Modern historical scholarship
knows nothing of the town before the fourteenth century. Its
earliest historical name is the Mon word Dagun. The import-
ance of the town grew with that of the pagoda. Originally only
twenty-seven feet high, it was raised to a height of sixty-six